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“Creation  “  Text – Job 38:1-7       OT Reading – Job 38:1-38            NT Reading – Col 3:15-20.  BCoF art 12


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
For those of you who do not know, Wikipedia is a website that seeks to provide a free, comprehensive, encyclopedia of knowledge.  For many today, Wikipedia is the first place you go to when you need some information.  

For instance, if you go to Wikipedia and type in “Age of the universe” you will find the following:  “The age of the universeBig BangCurrent observationsbillion  This age is arrived at using the Lambda-CDM concordance model, the Friedman equation, and NASAWilkinson Microwave Anisotropy Probe

Now, of course, Wikipedia is not the only place you can go to for information.  Others also have developed answers to the question of the Age of the universe.  
Bishop James Ussher, for instance, held that the first day of creation was Sunday, 23 October, 4004 B.C..  According to him, Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden on Monday, 10 November, 4004 B.C., and Noah’s Ark touched down on Mt Ararat on 5 May, 2348 B.C. `on a Wednesday'.

If we take these two views as opposite extremes, we have some who hold to a universe that is 6012 years old and some who hold to a universe that is 13.73 billion years old.  
And the questions surrounding origins do not stop there.  If God created the world, how did he do it?  How long did he take to do it?  And then there is, perhaps, the most important question of all:  Why?  Why does the universe exist?

Today, in the Lord’s providence, we come, in this topical series on the Belgic Confession of Faith, to Article 12.  The article is entitled: The Creation of all things, especially the angels.  And, we are going to address this topic by considering Job 38:1-7.  And we do this today for a very important reason.  That reason is found in a question that God asks in this passage.  

Before we look at that question, however, we need to reflect on the context of this passage.  
Job’s life is in ruins.  He has lost his house, his children, and his wealth.  He is suffering from terrible festering boils that eat up his skin.  He has questioned God as to why he has been afflicted like this.  His ‘friends’ have given him their collective ‘wisdom’ on the matter.  God has been busy listening to Job, Eliphaz, Zophar, Bildad, and, now, Elihu.  Now, God decides to respond to Job and his friends’ wisdom.  In v4, God says, “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?”

Brothers and Sisters, there is no doubt at all that the doctrine of Creation is one of the most basic and fundamental doctrines in all of Christianity.  But as we look at God’s wonderful work of Creation, we must remember this question that God asks of Job, his friends, and of us.  “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?”  
You see, Only God, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit was present when He began the work of creation. 
 
The reason I make this point is because of something Rev Haverland preached on several weeks ago. Addressing Art 2 of the BCoF, he explained that God speaks to us using two books.  
Creation, what we call God’s general revelation, is one book.  The Bible, what we call God’s special revelation is the other.  
The only way to understand, properly, God’s work of creation is to read both books.  Without the Bible, you cannot understand creation or the purpose of creation.  
And yet, sadly, there are some scientists who reject the Bible book.  They spend their whole life studying the ‘creation’ book and this book alone.  
And we will end today by seeing where this monumental failure inevitably leads.  
So let’s consider Art 12’s summary of what the Bible teaches through the words that God speaks to Job and his friends.

In Job chapters 38 – 41, Our majestic God reveals His mighty Power.  And as we look at these first few verses of Job 38, we want to consider the creation of heaven and the earth, the creation of the Angels, and the re-creation of fallen man.

	As we consider firstly the creation of heaven and earth, we see that the majesty and power of God is revealed as the Lord speaks “out of the storm.”  
	I imagine you boys and girls have seen a storm before.  Well, the word for storm here suggests a whirlwind.  Maybe you saw on the news this week about the tornadoes or whirlwinds that touched down in the United States; massive big storm tornadoes that tear up the ground and everything in its path.  The noise of these storms is deafening. 

 
	But you know, the Lord speaks and is heard, clearly, above the storm.  Do you know why?  It is because the Lord created the storm.  He is more powerful than even the biggest storm you can imagine.  So just remember that next time you are frightened in a thunder and lightening storm.  Your God is more powerful than any storm.


	The Lord speaks out of the storm and puts Job and his friends and all those who seek to know the mind of God in their place.  He says, “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? 3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. 4 "Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? 6 On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone ...?”


	These are questions about creation.  These are questions aimed at those who think they know better than God.  These are questions designed to put man in His place; God is Creator, man is creature.  


	Today, most people alive on the face of the earth reject the idea that God took 6 days to create everything.  
	They look at all of the buried fossils and say that the earth must be billions of years old.  
	They look at patterns in rocks; different layers in the earth’s crust, and say the earth must be billions of years old.  
	They look at the complexity of how we are made; the detail of nature and the vastness of the universe and say that this all proves that the earth must be billions of years old.  

They look through telescopes and see evidence for stars that are billions of years old.  
These people look at science and then start looking at the Bible.  They look out there and then they look at the Bible.  They see ‘evidence’ for billions of years and then they read Genesis 1 and say, we have a problem.  

	Now, when Moses wrote the first few chapters of the Book of Genesis, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he was not seeking to write a comprehensive scientific analysis of creation.  
	Genesis 1-3 was not intended to answer every scientific question there is about creation.  

Genesis 1-3 is written as history.  Moses wrote it in order to give the people of Israel an understanding of the origin of the world.  As the people of Israel encountered different peoples and different views of how the world came into being, Genesis 1-3 would tell them the truth about what happened “in the beginning.”  

	Now, this does not mean that the Bible is unscientific.  That is not the case.  2 Tim. 3:16 says, “All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”


	What this verse reveals is that the good work of science needs to be informed by the teaching of God’s Word.  Science can provide us with many wonderful reasons to praise our Creator, so long as, science is conducted with the Bible as its foundation, rather than using science to create a foundation for understanding the Bible.  


	And this is so because God’s Word has this to say to scientists who reject the Bible’s account of the origins of the universe:  “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?”  
	The Hubble telescope was not there then.  
	NASAWilkinson Microwave Anisotropy Probe
	Scientists were not there.  

Bishop James Ussher was not there.  
I was not there and neither were you.  
	There is no way that we can know if the things we measure today and the conditions we experiment in today were the same back then, because we were not there.  


	And so, what then is the foundation for science that the Bible provides?  What may we know for certain about God’s wonderful work of creation?  

	In Genesis 1:1, we read, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  

In Colossians 3:16, we read this of Jesus Christ, “For by Him all things were created; things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.”
How then did God create the earth?  Genesis 1:3 says, God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.”  Psalm 33:6 says, “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made.”  God did not take matter or energy and turn it into the heavens and the earth.  As Psalm 33:9 goes on to say, “He spoke, and it came to be.”  
How long did it take for God to do all of this?  Exodus 20:11 says, “Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.  On it you shall not do any work … for, in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, but He rested on the seventh day.”  
Is man the highest evolved species?  Is man what he is and can man do what he does because he has triumphed over all the other species?  God says, in Gen 1:26, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

Brothers and Sisters, boys and girls, and young people, God created the heavens and the earth, by His Son, out of nothing, in the space of six days.  And, He created mankind, male and female, in His image.  
Now, you were not there when God laid the earth’s foundations.  You did not stretch a measuring line across it, or lay its cornerstone.  But God Himself has told you these things.  So, do not let anyone or anything shake your belief in what the Creator Himself has revealed in His Word.

More briefly then, let us see also that our God reveals His majestic power in the creation of Angels.  

It is interesting to note, isn’t it, how much space the Belgic Confession gives to the matter of angels, in comparison with the matter of creation in general.  It does this because of the times it was written in.  In the 16th century, creation, by God, was universally accepted.  The subject of angels, however, was a different story.  Superstition, angel worship, and angel questions were everywhere.

	Now, the Bible itself does not tell us an awful lot about angels.  
	But again, what it does reveal to us is cause for thanksgiving and praise.  
	The angels are not eternal beings.  They are creatures.  We read of this earlier in Colossians 3:16, “For by Him all things were created; things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities.” 

 
	Given that God created everything in the space of six days, we know that the angels were created at some time in those six days.  To be any more specific than that is difficult.  In Job 38:7, God asks, were you there “while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?”  
	This verse suggests that the angels witnessed God’s work of creation and shouted for joy.  From this verse, some have said that angels must have been created on the first day.  


	When we read that God created the heavens and the earth, we should not understand that to mean just the sky that we see when we look up.  Heavens means the place where God Himself, the angels, and the demons live; the spiritual realm.  
	In 2 Corinthians 12;2, the Apostle Paul describes himself as being caught up into the third heaven where he heard inexpressible things.  

The third heaven does not mean the outer rim of the milky way, it means the third realm of the heavens; the spiritual realm.

	Now, boys and girls, if I was to ask you to draw a picture of an angel, I think you would draw a picture of a man with a flowing white gown, a halo, a big pair of beautiful wings, and maybe playing a harp. 

 
	Well, because the angels live in the spiritual realm, they have spiritual bodies.  When Jesus sought to prove to the disciples that he was not a ghost or an angel, He said, in Luke 24:39, “A ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

 
	Matthew 22:30 tells us that people will be unmarried in heaven just like the angels.  
	Col 1:16 tells us that they are invisible.  
	Luke 8:30 tells us that many angels or demons can be present in a small place as we read of a man who called himself legion because 7 devils lived within him.  

2 Peter 2:11 tells us that angels are stronger and more powerful than humans.  
	Matt 24;36 tells us that they have knowledge superior to us, but 1 Peter 1:12 tells us that they long to look into the gospel that belongs to us.  They do not understand forgiveness, because they have never experienced it, as we have.  


	The work that the angels do is both ordinary and extraordinary.  
	Their ordinary work is to praise God.  We read of this in Psalm 103:20 and Rev 5:11. 

Heb 1:14, calls them ministering spirits who serve the elect.  
They rejoice when a sinner converts (Luke 15:10)
	They watch over believers (Psalm 34:7)

They protect the little ones, (Matt 18:10) 
They bring believers to heaven (Luke 16:22).  

	Their extraordinary work is necessary because of the fall into sin.  They bring the special revelation of God to man, such as when Gabriel announced to Mary that she was to give birth to the Christ-child.


	This is some of what the Bible tells us about the creation of the angels.  It does indeed give us much cause for praise and thanksgiving.  But there is one other aspect to the creation of the angels that we need to acknowledge.  
	When God created the angels, He made them good.  Genesis 1:31 tells us that God looked at all His creation and described it as very good.  
	In Job 38:7, all the angels shouted for joy at God’s work of creation.  


	However, sometime time between their creation and the fall of Adam, some angels, led by Satan, fell.  


	And listen to this terrible word of judgment that belongs to them.  
	In Jude 6, we read that those “angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home-- these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.  

Similarly, 2 Peter 2:4 says, “God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment.”

People of God, there is no hope for the fallen angels.  Having left their created state, all that remains for them is an eternity of Hell.  But our passage in Job 38 reveals that there is hope for fallen man.  For here our God reveals His majestic power in the re-creation of fallen man.

	At the beginning of the sermon, I mentioned the many questions that surround the whole subject of the age of origins.  
	Chief amongst these questions is the ‘Why?’ question; why does the universe exist? 

 
	I also indicated that there are many scientists who refuse to believe that God’s second ‘book’ – the Bible, has anything to add to God’s first ‘book’ – the creation.  They think that studying the creation alone can reveal the purpose of the universe. 


	At the moment, one of the best theories they have is that our purpose is simply to evolve.  Now, I want you to see where this leads.


	Eric Auvinen, was a student in a High School in Finland.  On the 8th of November, 2007, he loaded his guns and went to his school and shot to death 8 students and then killed himself.  Now, Eric lives in a country very similar to New Zealand.  God is banned from school.  God is not allowed to be discussed.  Religion is private.  For all of his life, Eric was taught evolution.  Those who had studied creation alone had taught him that we descend from apes, and that only the strongest survive.  Life is a random process of natural selection.  There is no ultimate meaning.  


	This is what Eric wrote in his diary.  “The process of natural selection has derailed.  It has reversed.  Human kind has regressed for a long while.  Contemporary human race has not only betrayed its ancestors, but also future generations.  When I observe people I see every day in society, school and everywhere ... I can't say I belong to the same race as this wretched, arrogant and selfish human race.  No!  I have developed a step above!  Humans are just another race among many.  Death and killing aren't tragedies, as it happens all the time among other races.  All human lives are not worthy of living, or worthy of saving. Only the strong individuals should live.  Of course there is a final solution: the death of the entire human race.  It would solve all of the problems of the human race.” 


	Brothers and Sisters, the solution to the problems of the human race cannot be found in a study of creation alone.  It can only be found in a study of God’s Word.  
	The answer to the ‘why does the universe exist’ question can only be found in the Bible, God’s second ‘book.’  


	And it is summarized for us, at the end of the first paragraph in BC art 12.  
	There we are told that God created the heavens and the earth, and continues to uphold and govern it “to the end that man may serve His God.”


	Looking at Job 38:1-7, how can we know that this is so?  How do we know that the universe exists so that man may serve His God?  


	The reason we may be sure of this is because Job 38:1-7 exists!  
	The very fact that there is a Job 38:1-7, or any other passage of scripture testifies to the fact that God is busy recreating fallen man.  


	You see, there is no Bible for the fallen angels.  They have no hope of salvation.  God has no Word of salvation to speak to them.  


	In contrast to them though, when we read in Job 38:1 that “The Lord answered Job out of the storm,” we see that God still speaks to man.  


	And when God speaks to man, it is none other than Jesus Himself who speaks these words to Job and to us.  

The Lord, who speaks, is the eternal Word that John speaks of in the first chapter of His Gospel.  “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  
	And Jesus speaks to you, as the Word of God and in the Word of God, because He desires you to serve God.  
	Even though Job and his friends had spoken much creaturely foolishness, the Word of God comes to teach them how they might know God better and serve Him with understanding.  

And this is the chief thing that needs to motivate your life and your praise today.  

Neither you or I were there, “in the beginning.”  

But God has revealed to you the origins of the universe.  And He has given you His word, the Bible, so that you might understand the solution to THE problem of the human race.  

The problem is sin.  The solution is Jesus Christ; the Word made flesh.  

God created the heavens and the earth and the angels that man might serve Him.  

On the Day of judgment, Jesus will stand before every man woman and child as their Creator.  The question is, will He stand before you as your Saviour?  Amen.



